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PREFACE. 


fortitude to meet the attacks of illiberality and prejudice, 
determined to yield to nothing hut fuperior reafon ; refling 
allured, that every virtuous mind will commend an exertion 
to remove the rubbifh from around the Temple of Truth, 
even fhould the undertaking fail. 

There is alfo frequently a fecret pride which urges many 
to conceal their fpeculative enquiries, rather then meet cri- 
ticifm, or not be thought the firft in their favourite purfuit ; 
ever anxious to claim the merit of invention, they cannot 
brook the idea of having their works differed, and the 
minute parts attributed to the genius of other men. But in 
mechanics, I conceive, we fhould rather conlider them 
improvements than inventions, unlefs improvement may be 
called invention, as the component parts of all new machines 
may be faid to be old ; but it is that nice difcriminating 
judgment, which difcovers that a particular arrangement will 
produce a new and defired effect, that flamps the merit. 
And this may perhaps, with propriety, be called either in- 
vention or improvement ; which certainly exhibits that the 
artift has that penetration which is ufually dignified with the 
term Genius. Therefore the mechanic fhould fit down 
among levers, fcrews, wedges, wheels, &c. like a poet among 
the letters of the alphabet, confidering them as the ex- 
hibition of his thoughts; in which a new arrangement 
tranfmits a new idea to the world. 

It 
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,t is for want of this difcrimination, that many a worthy 
man, of eafy demeanor, is tormented y 
of ignorant infignificance ; for men of the leaft g 

ever the firft to depreciate, and the laft to commend; and, 

for an obvious reafon, they have not fenfe to know the pro- 
duce of genius when they fee it : But, 

« M en of true genius glow with lib’ral fpint. 

And bind a garland round the bull of merit; 

While blockheads, void of wifdom’s grateful light. 

Bury diftinftion in eternal night.” 

Morehead. 
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